The Core

THE GRACE OF GOD - Part 1
Icebreaker:  If you could place a ‘free sticker’ on anything in the world and instantly have it as yours for the taking, what would you put your ‘free sticker’ on?

Read:  Section I entitled, “The Grace of God” in The Core booklet.
Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read 2 Cor. 9:8.  What specific changes in your life would occur if you kept this verse at the forefront of your mind throughout everyday life?
2. Read Eph. 2:8-9.  When did you receive by faith, the free gift of God’s grace? 

3. How is living in grace different from ‘religion’?

4. Read Eph. 3:16-19.  How might growing deeper in your understanding of God’s love strengthen you?  How might you be empowered to act or live differently?

5. Read 2 Cor. 5:17.  How can this verse help you to be ‘released from your past’?  In what ways have you experienced this personally?  How is this connected to grace?
Prayer:  Share one way that God’s grace has changed your life.  Praise God for that together in groups of 4-5.

Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I praise You for changing ______________ with Your grace!  In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:
“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
2 Cor. 9:8
Question 2:
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. Eph. 2:8-9
Question 4:
“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ  19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”  Eph. 3:16-19
Question 5:
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

2 Cor. 5:17
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THE GRACE OF GOD - Part 2
Icebreaker:  What was your favorite game as a kid & who taught you how to play it?

Read:  Section I entitled, “The Grace of God” in The Core booklet.
Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read 2 Cor. 12:9.  How have you experienced the paradox that human weakness opens the door for God’s power to come into our lives?  Have you ever experienced the opposite truth that human strength (apart from God) “can do nothing”?

2. Read 1 Peter 1:13.  How do you think setting “your hope fully on the grace to be given you” can empower you to do the other commands in this verse?

3. Read Eph. 2:8-10 & John 15:5.  What is the relationship between grace and good works?  How much of the responsibility for ‘good works’ do you think rests on our shoulders?
4. Read 1 Peter 1:3-5.  What phrases & words in these verses stand out to you about the eternal nature of God’s Grace?  How can these passages help you in times of doubt?
5. Read Phil. 2:12-13.  How have you struggled with the balance of walking in grace and our responsibility to work hard at living a life of obedience & service to God?
Prayer:  Share one specific request related to one of the questions above.  Pray for the person on your right.

Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up ________________’s request to you.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:
But He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 
2 Cor. 12:9
Question 2:
Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
1 Peter 1:13
Question 3:
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Eph. 2:8-10
 5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  John 15:5
Question 4:
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
Question 5:
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.  Phil. 2:12-13
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THE GRACE OF GOD - Part 3
Icebreaker:  When were you most muddy, dirty, stinky or sweaty?  What’s the story behind it?
Read:  Section I entitled, “The Grace of God” in The Core booklet.
Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Rom. 8:37-39.  How can these verses encourage us as we grapple with the shame & disappointment that often accompanies our personal struggles with sin, failures and weaknesses? 
2. What are some practical ways that a church can model grace to people, especially when it comes to their sins, failures, and weaknesses?  How have you personally experienced this?
3. Read Col. 2:6-8.  Why do you think it is so important to keep the message of God’s grace before us even after we have believed in Christ?
4. Can you remember a time when you lost your focus on God’s grace?  What was the result?
5. Read Titus 3:1-3.  How do you think that being reminded of what our lives were like before meeting Christ can help us to show grace to others?  

Prayer:  Share one practical way you can show God’s grace to someone else this week. Pray together in groups of 4-5 for that request.

Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request to you!  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Rom. 8:37-39
Question 3:
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”
Co. 2:6-8

Question 5:
1Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, 2to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.  3At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.
Titus 3:1-3
