The Core

Commitment to God and His Word – Part 1
Icebreaker:  When was the first time you can remember reading the Bible?
Read:  Section II entitled, “Commitment to God and His Word” in The Core booklet.

Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Matthew 22:36-37 & Philippians 3:7-8.  How is the life described in these verses radically different from how the rest of the world encourages us to live?
2. What are some of the other ‘things’ that tend to take some of your love, passion or devotion away from God?  
3. Read Ezra 7:10.  The three ways Ezra was devoted to God’s Word were: studying it, obeying (observing) it & teaching it to others.  Which of these three areas could use improving in your life?  What is one step you could this week to improve in that area?
4. Read Matthew 18:3-4.  In what ways can a child-like approach to the Scriptures be a great thing in God’s eyes?
5. Read Acts 17:11.  Why do you think the Bereans attitude was considered to be so noble?  What do you think it looks like to have the ‘attitude of a Berean’ when you hear God’s Word being taught?
6. What are your daily/weekly spiritual goals for reading the Bible and prayer?  How could you take a step to stretch yourself in those goals?

Prayer:  Share your answer to #3 or #6.  Pray for each other based on your answers.
Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request to You. In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”
Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ ”


Matthew 22:36-37
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.
Philippians 3:7-8

Question 3:
For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance (obeying) of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.
Ezra 7:10

Question 4:
And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 18:3-4

Question 5:
Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
Acts 17:11

The Core

Commitment to God and His Word – Part 2

Icebreaker:  Who was the toughest or most strict boss, teacher or coach you ever had?  What effect did that person have on you?
Read:  Section II entitled, “Commitment to God and His Word” in The Core booklet.

Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Psalm 111:10.  How does this verse explain the path to Christian maturity?  How does the length of time that a person has been walking on this path factor into a person’s maturity?

2. Read 2 Tim. 3:16-17.  When was a time God used the Scripture to teach, rebuke, correct or train you? 

3. What would change in your life if you took the promise in this verse at face value: God’s Word can equip you for every good work in every area of life?
4. Read 2 Timothy 2:15.  When have you had a difficult time understanding a Bible passage?  What did you do to try to resolve that difficulty?  How does this verse encourage you for similar situations?
5. Do you have any resources, books, people or websites that have been helpful to you in your working to understand and ‘handle the word of truth?’
6. When was a time that talking with another Christian about a scripture passage or a truth from the Bible helped you to have a clearer picture of what the Scriptures truly mean?

Prayer:  Share how you want God’s Word to have a bigger place in your life.  Pray for each other based on this request.
Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request to You. In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow His precepts have good understanding.   To Him belongs eternal praise.
Ps. 111:10

Question 2:
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 Tim. 3:16-17

Question 4:
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
2 Tim. 2:15

Question 5:
Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
Acts 17:11

The Core

Commitment to God and His Word – Part 3
Icebreaker:  What is one of your pet peeves?  (Be careful that this doesn’t turn into a complain-fest :)
Read:  Section II entitled, “Commitment to God and His Word” in The Core booklet.

Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Psalm 1:1-3.  How could these verses apply to the situation when there is a conflict between what the Bible teaches and what the sciences or society teaches?
2. Read 1 Cor. 8:1b and James 1:22.  Why is an attitude of obedience & humility crucial to accurately understanding the Bible?
3. How have you struggled in the past with having the right attitude towards the Bible?

4. Read Eph. 5:22, Eph. 6:1, 1 Peter 5:5, Eph. 6:5-6, & Rom. 13:1-3.  Why do you think that submitting to and obeying God-given human authorities is so difficult?  How does submitting to these authorities relate to being under the authority of God and His Word?

5. What is the longest time alone with God for the purposes of prayer and reading the Bible that you have ever spent?  Why did you do it?   How did you benefit?

Prayer:  Share a prayer request you have based on this discussion.  Pray for each other based on your answers.

Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request to You. In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on His law he meditates day and night.  3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

Ps. 1:1-3

Question 2:
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.
1 Cor. 8:1b
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.


James 1:22
Question 4:
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 
Eph. 5:22

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
Eph. 6:1

Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."
1 Pet. 5:5

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.

Eph. 6:5-6 

(How could this passage apply to employer-employee relationships?)

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 
Rom. 13:1-3

