The Core

The Church (as a Family) – Part 1

Icebreaker:  What kind of church experience or exposure did you grow up with? 
Read:  Section IV entitled, “The Church” in The Core booklet.

Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read 1 Timothy 3:15 (& the note included on back).  What do the descriptions of the local church in this verse say to you about its importance in God’s purposes?   

2. Read Acts 13:1-3; 14:21- 28.  What are some observations we can make about the process revealed in these verses for how new churches were planted, elders/leaders raised up, and people won to Christ?  How could a church model this today?
3. Read Galatians 6:10 & 1 Timothy 5:1-2.  How have you experienced the local church functioning as a family?  How is ‘the church being a family’ a blessing to you personally?  What are some of the challenges or difficulties you’ve faced in learning to be a part of a church family?

4. Read Acts 2:41-47.  What are some unique characteristics of this group of people?  How is this description similar and/or different from your church experiences?
5. How does the size of a church affect its ability to reflect these characteristics?  How can small groups or home groups help?
6. What is something you could personally do or change in order that your life would reflect one or some of these Acts 2 characteristics to a greater degree?

Prayer:  Pray for each other based on your answer to #6.  
Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request to You. In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

…If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.


1 Timothy 3:15

(Note:  the Greek word translated as “church” in 1 Tim. 3:15 Ekklesia, which denotes ‘a called out group or gathering’ of people.  So we know that Paul is talking about the local church, not the universal body of Christ)

Question 2:

In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.    
Acts 13:1-3

They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. 23Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 24After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25and when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.  26From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. 27On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 28And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.   

Acts 14:21- 28

Question 3:
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
Galatians 6:10
Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 2older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.
1 Timothy 5:1-2

Question 4:
41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Acts 2:41-47 
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The Church (as an Army) – Part 2
Icebreaker:  What is one of your favorite movies?  What do you like about it?
Read:  Section IV entitled, “The Church” in The Core booklet.
Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Ephesians 6:10-18 & 2 Timothy 2:2-4.  What are some ways a church should function as an army of Christ’s soldiers?  What do ‘soldiers’ need in order to be successful in the spiritual battle?

2. Why is the multiplication of faithful men & women (i.e. Christ’s soldiers) important to the church?  How is this to be done in the church?

3. Read 2 Corinthians 8.   What are some observations you can make in this passage about:

· How do the Macedonian churches, the church in Corinth, and other church leaders work together in this passage?
· What does v.18 reveal about the reputation of Titus?  What is he known for among other churches in the area?
· What does Paul’s role seem to be in all of this ‘church work’?
· What is Paul concerned about in vs. 19-21?  Why is it important for a church and its leaders to have the same concern?
· What other observations could you make here about the relationships between churches, their local leaders and other leaders?
4. How do you think a church or group of churches today could apply some of the observations you made in 2 Corinthians 8?
Prayer:  Share a personal prayer request that you have.  Then support each other in the spiritual battle by praying for each other based on those requests.  
Sample prayer:  “Dear God, I lift up  ______________’s request to You. In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”

Scripture Passages:

Question 1:

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.



Eph. 6:10-18

2And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer.



2 Timothy 2:2-4
Question 4:
1And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 6So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us[a]—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  8I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  10And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.  13Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, 15as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."  16I thank God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. 17For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his own initiative. 18And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the churches for his service to the gospel. 19What is more, he was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 20We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. 21For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.  22In addition, we are sending with them our brother who has often proved to us in many ways that he is zealous, and now even more so because of his great confidence in you. 23As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our brothers, they are representatives of the churches and an honor to Christ. 24Therefore show these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.




2 Corinthians 8
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The Church (as the Body) – Part 3
Icebreaker:  
What bone(s) have you broken? Or, what are the most stitches you’ve ever received at once? 
Read:  Section IV entitled, “The Church” in The Core booklet.
Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read Romans 12:4-5.  How do you think a church needs to function in order to be a healthy “body”?  What are some of the roles that each “member” can play in order to help the “body” as a whole?  (See the rest of Romans 12.)

2. Read Ephesians 1:22-23.  Who is the ultimate authority or ‘head’ of each local church?  Why is this important for church members to realize?  Why is this important for church leaders to remember?
3. Read 1 Timothy 5:17-18 and 1 Cor. 9:7-12.  Why do you think a church member giving to support the local church (i.e. tithing) is an important way to express his/her commitment to the church?  
4. How does tithing relate to a church functioning as a body?  How does tithing in turn benefit you?
5. Read 1 Cor. 4:14-17.  What does Paul seem to imply is the value and importance of being influenced by the preaching and teaching of your local church leaders?
6. What is one example of how you have been helped or influenced by the preaching, teaching or counsel of your local church leaders?
Prayer:  Share how you have been blessed by the ministry or gift of one of your home group or church members.  Praise God together for this!
Sample prayer:  “Dear God, Thank you for ___(name)____.  I praise you God for how you have used  ___(name)____to build up the body of Christ.  I praise you specifically for their gift/ministry of _____________ and how it has blessed my life. In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”
Scripture Passages:
Question 1:

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
Romans 12:4-5

Question 2:

And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.



Ephesians 1:22-23

Question 3:
17The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18For the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,” and "The worker deserves his wages."


1 Timothy 5:17-18

Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk? 8Do I say this merely from a human point of view? Doesn't the Law say the same thing? 9For it is written in the Law of Moses: "Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain." Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 10Surely he says this for us, doesn't he? Yes, this was written for us, because when the plowman plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so in the hope of sharing in the harvest. 11If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? 12If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it all the more?



1 Corinthians 9:7-12
Question 5:
14I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children. 15Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 17For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.
1 Corinthians 4:14-17
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The Church (Dealing with major problems & sin issues) – Part 4
Icebreaker:  Who is the first person you call when you have a major problem or crisis? 
Read:  Section IV entitled, “The Church” in The Core booklet.
Break into groups of 4-5 for the following discussion questions.
1. Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Ephesians 4:15-16. What areas of life do these verses promise we can grow in or be equipped for through the Scriptures and the local church?  What guidance do these verses offer us in a culture that is filled with ‘self-help books’, life coaches, therapists and professional counselors?

2. Read Hebrews 13:17.  What is the wisdom for you in going to the local church and its leaders before going to a counselor or therapist when you face a significant personal problem or crisis?  

3. How could you responsibly include your pastor in the process if you felt you needed help from a ‘professional counselor’ of some kind?  
4. Read 1 Cor. 5:6-13, Titus 3:10-11.  What are the sin issues that are listed in each passage here that warrant the possibility of “church judgment or expulsion”?  Why do you think these sin issues are so dangerous to a church?
5. Read Matthew 18:15-17.  What is the wisdom you see in Jesus’ process for dealing with a brother or sister who has sinned?  Why do you think a lack of repentance, is so important to God that it would warrant ‘church judgment or expulsion’?

6. Why should a church proceed with caution, but also needed decisiveness, in any of these instances?
Prayer:  Pray for your church members to find healing through the transforming power of God’s Word and for your local church to be free from unrepentant sin. 
Sample prayer:  “Dear God, help those in our church family who are hurting or have unresolved conflicts in their lives to find healing & freedom through Your truth.  And, protect our church family from the destruction that unrepentant sin brings with it.  Give us hearts to confess and repent of sin the moment You reveal it to us.  In Jesus’s name.  Amen.”
Scripture Passages:

Question 1:
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
2 Timothy 3:16-17

15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  
Ephesians 4:15-16

Question 2:
Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
Hebrews 13:17
Question 4:
6Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? 7Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.  9I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.  12What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."



1 Corinthians 5:6-13

10Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to do with him. 11You may be sure that such a man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.  


Titus 3:10-11

Question 5:
 15"If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
Matthew 18:15-17
