In the Dust of the Rabbi

Session 1: When the Rabbi Says “Come”
We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands.  The man who says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him.  This is how we know we are in him:  Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.  

1 John 2:3-6

Watch DVD

Discussion Questions (break into groups of 4-5)
1. What was unique about the Jews who lived in Galilee?

2. What was the central focus of worship in the synagogues of Galilee in Jesus’ day?

3. What is a disciple?
· Matthew 4:18-22, 10:24-25

· John 8:31

· 1 Corinthians 11:1

· 1 John 2:3-6

4. What do the following verses reveal about the three building blocks of discipleship – obedience, community, the Word of God?

· Deuteronomy 6:4-7

· Matthew 5:17-19

· Acts 16:15

· Ephesians 2:19-22

5. How did Jesus describe discipleship to the crowds and why do you think he said these things?

· Luke 14:27-33

6. How do our lifestyle choices and culture undermine our commitment to discipleship?  How can we reclaim our passion for God, community, obedience, the Scriptures?

Prayer:  Pray for each other based on a request you have from this discussion.



Sample prayer:  Dear God I lift up __________’s request.  Amen.
In the Dust of the Rabbi

Session 2: When the Rabbi Says “Go”
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Mathew 28:18-20

Watch DVD

Discussion Questions (break into groups of 4-5)
1. Read these passages and comment on the type of men Jesus chose to be His disciples.  

· Matthew 4:18-22

· Matthew 9:9

· John 1:35-51

2. What are some of the things we believe about Jesus, ourselves, and our faith that hinder us from being true disciples?

3. Read Corinthians 1:26-31 and consider the effects of God’s choice of foolish and weak things.

4. What does each of the passages below expect of us as “disciples-in-training”?

· Mark 3:13-19

· Mark 8:34-35

· Mathew 19:21-30

Prayer:  Pray for each other based on a request you have from this discussion.



Sample prayer:  Dear God I lift up __________’s request.  Amen.

In The Dust of The Rabbi – Lesson 3

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles…And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Acts 2:42-43,47
Watch DVD
Discussion Questions (break into groups of 4-5)

1.  In each of the following instances how did God reveal His presence and how did God’s people respond?

a. Exodus 19:16-19; 20:18-21

b. 1 Kings 18:22-24, 36-39

2. What did the prophet Joel and John the Baptist predict regarding God’s spirit and how it would be represented?

a. Joel 2:28-30

b. Matthew 3:11

3. Read Galations 5:16-25.

a. What happens when God’s people live by the fire of His presence?

b. How do unbelievers recognize God’s presence in you?  

4. Name two specific ways you would like others to see the Spirit of God in you.
Prayer:  Pray for each other based on a request you have from this discussion.



Sample prayer:  Dear God I lift up __________’s request.  Amen.

In The Dust of The Rabbi – Lesson 4
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22
Watch DVD
Discussion Questions (break into groups of 4-5)
1. What do you think about the idea of God building a temple of people who follow him?

a. Corinthians 6:19-20

b. Ephesians 2:19-22
2. What do think the people of Priene thought about a god whose temple was not a stunning architectural creation but a loving community of people fully committed to Jesus and the Scriptures?
3. For nearly a thousand years, the God of Israel lived in a temple made by human hands.  Why do you think God chose to live – to build his new temple – in the community of His disciples?
4. Let’s read a couple of stories where God shows himself to his people and note the response shown by those observing.

a. Exodus 18:1-12

b. Daniel 3
Prayer:  Pray for each other based on a request you have from this discussion.



Sample prayer:  Dear God I lift up __________’s request.  Amen.

In The Dust of The Rabbi – Lesson 5
Your word have I hidden in my heart that I might not sin against You.

Psalms 119:11

Watch DVD
Discussion Questions (break into groups of 4-5)
1. Read the following verses and comment on Jesus’ understanding of the Scriptures.

a. Matt 26:31

b. Mark 7:5-8

c. Luke 21:20-22, 24:44-48

d. John 8:17-18

2. To what extent are you able to connect the Scriptures to thoughts and conversations in your everyday life and is it important to be able to do so?

3. As you walk through life, how seriously do you take Scripture – the complete oracle of God?  If needed, what step will you take to make the Scriptures a more essential part of your everyday life?

Prayer:  Pray for each other based on a request you have from this discussion.



Sample prayer:  Dear God I lift up __________’s request.  Amen.

Additional Reading: Psalm 119:1-24, 33-40, 65-120
