The Stuff of Endurance

“Hard Times – Hard Gaining” Jeremiah 20:7-11

2Timothy 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
John 6:66-67 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 

“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

The Stuff of Endurance: Jeremiah’s Secrets to Hard Gaining
1. His calling from God’s word was sure. “But if I say I will not mention him or speak 

    anymore in his name his word is in my heart”

· God said to Jeremiah. Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
· God said to us. 2Peter 1:10 “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make 
your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall” 
· 1Peter 2:9 “a chosen people…a people belonging to God” 
The Lord understands growing weary but not growing cold. 

2. His conviction about God’s word was sure. “his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire 

    shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot”

· God said to Jeremiah. Jeremiah 1:7 “But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only 
a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you.”  

· No excuse is good enough. What excuse are you hiding behind? 1Corinthians 1:26-29  

· God said to us. 2Timothy 1:11-12 “And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and 

an apostle and a teacher. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.”

· The difference between knowledge and obedience is conviction. 

3. His confidence in God’s word was sure. “But the Lord is with me like a mighty warrior; 

    so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail.”  

· God said to Jeremiah. Jeremiah 1:8 “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and 

will rescue you,” declares the Lord.”

· God said to us. Hebrews 13:6-7 “So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; 

I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.”

Do you have a plan for hard times? Hard times were meant to bring about hard gaining.

