The Stuff of Endurance

“The ‘Be-attitudes’ of Endurance”   2Tim 2:1-7

2Timothy 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
The Minds of Endurance:  

1. I must think like a ‘soldier. “No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian 

    affairs – he wants to please his commanding officer”  

· The single mind of a soldier: at war. Revelation 12:17 “the dragon was enraged 

at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring – those 

who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony about Jesus ” 
· The defining quality of a good soldier: to be under authority. Matt. 8:5-11 “For 

I myself am a man under authority” 

· Numbers 14:41-42 But Moses said, “Why are you disobeying the Lord's 
command? This will not succeed! Do not go up, because the Lord is not 

with you. You will be defeated by your enemies”
2. I must think like an athlete: “if anyone competes as an athlete he does not receive 

    the victor’s crown unless he competes according to the rules” 

· The single mind of an athlete: to win.  1Corinthians 9:24 “Run in such a way 

as to get the prize.”

· The defining quality of a good athlete: is conditioning.1Cor. 9:25 “Everyone 

       who competes in the games goes into strict training” 

· 1Timothy 4:8 “For physical training is of some value but godliness has value 
for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.”
  3. I must think like a farmer: “the hardworking farmer should be the first to receive 
      a share of the crop”  

· The single mind of a farmer: the harvest. Matthew 9:37 Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.”
· The defining quality of a good farmer: to make preparation. 1Cor. 3:6-8 “I 
       planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow...”
· Malachi 3:14-18 “And you will again see the distinction between the righteous 

and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.”

What do the soldier, the athlete and the farmer have in common for endurance – they all 

have the mind of Christ – as do you!

· 1Corinthians 2:16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct 

him?” But we have the mind of Christ.
