The Stuff of Endurance

“Unfettered Endurance”   Philippians 2:1-11 

2Timothy 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
What will it take to finish strong? Psalm 127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the house”  

Philippians 2:1-11; The driving force behind endurance is my h                           .
Pride is fierce competition for the soul of man and certain opposition to the grace of God.

· Matthew 23:12 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  

The Witness of Humility: Vs 1-2

1. Live with the mind of Christ: 1Corinthians 2:16 “we have the mind of Christ”

· Knowing full well the perfect will of God. Romans 12:2 

2. Live with the love of Christ: Ephesians 5:1-2 “Be imitators of God…and live a life of love,”

· In full possession of agape – radical love. 1Corinthians 13

3. Live with the Spirit of Christ. Acts 1:8 “will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes”  

· Unearthly power – not found in the world; Ephesians 1:18-20 

4. Live with the purpose of Christ. 2Theselonians 1:11 “and that by his power he may fulfill 

    every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.”
The Way of Humility: Vs. 3-8

1. A selfless mind; “consider others better than yourself” James 1:2 “as believers in our 

    glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism.”    

· Galatians 5:17 ”For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit,” 

2. A servant mind; “look…to interest of others” Matthew 20:26 “whoever wants to 

     become great among you must be your servant”

· Matthew 23:11 “The greatest among you will be your servant” 
3.  A surrendered mind; “did not consider equality with God something to be grasped”  

· No rights – no reservations Matthew 26:39 “Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

· Job 1:22 “did not sin by charging God with wrong doing.”

4. A sacrificial mind; “and became obedient to death” John 15:13 “Greater love has no 

    one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

· John 12:24 “unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies’ 
The Result of Humility: Vs. 9-11 “Therefore God exalted Him” Unfettered endurance  

· 1Peter 5:6 “Humble yourselves therefore under God's mighty hand”
