The Hope of Heaven…Gives Great Joy Now!
Col. 1:1-14

 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
 2To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: Grace and peace to you from God our Father.
 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints— 5the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth. 7You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 
 9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.	Col. 1:1-14

Colossians 1:3-14
 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
 2To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: Grace and peace to you from God our Father.
v.1-2 – Paul is writing this, mostly likely during the time he was in prison in Rome, around the same time he wrote the letter to the Ephesians.  He had never visited this city or church, but had heard of their faithfulness (and also some problems) through a co-laborer (named Epaphras).

 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints 

v.3-4a – The reason for this thankfulness can always be found, because they display the marks of a believer – faith in Christ, Love for the saints.  Being believers makes them children of God and our ‘adelphoi’ – brothers & sisters.  Each person’s salvation is a reason for celebration in heaven (see Lk. 15:7,10) & it should be for us too!  If it is hard to be thankful for someone…think about their salvation for a bit! (i.e. the birth of each of our children was a major source of celebration.  Our kids pray thankful prayers each night for all of our family members.  We are thankful, really thankful to be a family!)

v. 4b – Loving the saints, the family of God, is a primary evidence of faith & is to be celebrated & continues to be a source of thanksgiving.  It is how we & the world can know for certain that we are Christ’s disciples.  (See Jn. 13:34-35)

— 5the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6that has come to you.

1.) The hope of Heaven causes the self-evidences of love & faith to spring forth in all true believers. (Heb. 11:1)

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Heb. 11:1

V.5a – Our hope of heaven is one of the single greatest reason for us to follow Christ & ‘love all the saints.’ It is huge reason why we can have joy now!  Heaven -  the hope of living in the perfect world to come, if properly understood, should be the driving force behind our efforts to walk with & obey Christ now!  (We are free from all fears – to risk much, to love & live unashamedly, because our hope is in the guarantee of heaven!)  
· God’s sovereignty & his promises are very great! (see 2 Cor. 1:20)

v.5b-6a – The gospel without the hope of heaven is no gospel at all.  The great truth of heaven is our hope – to have an eternal home with the God of all goodness, the Creator of heaven & earth, the sovereign King of the Universe.  This is a great freeing truth that all should gain & once gained is a source of incredible freedom to live as Christ desires!

2.) The hope of Heaven produces more & more changed lives! 

All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth.

v. 6a – This gospel isn’t just for one little group of Christians, though we can tend to think that we have some corner on the market of ‘true Christianity’ in our own little group.  In reality, the Great Commission is being fulfilled all over the globe!  Whether you realize it or not, whether you get on board with it or not – God is fulfilling his commission.

v. 6b – The gospel grows & bears fruit in me as I continue to hear & understand it continually, thereby changing & transforming me continually!  It is not a ‘one time change’, but an ongoing change that God does.  As I am changed & also plant seeds that might grow up to bear fruit.

7You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

v. 7 – Is the one who shared the gospel with me ‘beloved’ in my heart?  Do I even think with fondness upon the one who first shared the truth of Christ with me?  I really should – God used that person to plant the seed that He proceeded to use to change me completely!  Do I realize that ‘beloved’ was acting as a slave of Christ – compelled by His love to teach & share with me of God’s love?  We can likewise be faithful ministers/workers only when we realize that we are slaves of Christ!  [Reality = we are all slaves to someone, we should pick the “Good Master.”]

v. 8 – When the gospel has changed lives – living testimonies cannot help but be shared & communicated.  We need more of the same old gospel if our love is not continuing to grow in the spirit! [We cannot ‘love’ – agape – in the flesh.]  Who is my ‘love in the spirit’ being made know to?  Is this my reputation?  It really should be!

 9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

3. The hope of Heaven…motivates us to live well!

v.9 – Because the believers have shown the evidence of their hope of heaven through lives of faith, love & joy…Paul prays all the more that they will have ‘epi-gnosis’ – “over-knowledge” – heart-level-life-changing knowledge of God’s will… 

 10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 

v.10 - He wants them to know what God wants them to do and be empowered to carry it out through changed lives.  This will cause them both to bear fruit & grow personally in Christ…like a tree that bears fruit and also continues to grow. (not like corn, which bears its fruit and then dies.)

11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully  12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 

v.11 – As we hope in heaven – we can’t help but be strengthened in all power (God is omnipotent) by the ‘might of his glory’ – more literally…God’s glory has power to strengthen us and heaven is the place God’s glory is most pronounced!  This strengthening through our hope in heaven leads us to longsuffering & patience…the ability to be unmoved by situations or circumstances and people or relationships, that might tear us down.  And to do all this with GREAT JOY.  Than shimmering quality which is the ability to bear all things with a smile, trusting in that what is to come is worth enduring what is happening now!

v.12 – this indeed is cause for thanksgiving…we have an inheritance with all who believe…some of which we gain access to now…but much of which we will only get enjoy later in heaven!

4. The hope of Heaven means…we have a new home!

13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

vv.13-14	
William Barclay explains this verse:  ‘brought us into’ - "methistemi."  This is a word with a special use.  In the ancient world, when one empire won a victory over another, it was the custom to take the population of the defeated country and transfer it lock, stock and barrel to the conqueror's land. Thus, the people of the northern kingdom were taken away to Assyria, and the people of the southern kingdom were taken away to Babylon.  So Paul says that God has transferred the Christian to his own kingdom.  That was not only a transference but a rescue in four great ways:

(a) It meant a transference from darkness to light.  

(b) It meant a transference from slavery to freedom.  Redemption = the emancipation of a slave and for the buying back of something which was in the power of someone else. 

(c) It meant a transference from condemnation to forgiveness

(d) It meant a transference from the power of Satan to the power of God.  (Through Jesus Christ man is liberated from the grip of Satan and is able to become a citizen of the Kingdom of God. Just as an earthly conqueror transferred the citizens of the land he had conquered to a new land, so God in his triumphant love transfers men from the realm of sin and darkness into the realm of holiness and light.)

The hope of Heaven later is cause for great joy now!

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 1 Cor. 15:19

Where do you go to find joy these days?
-I have found myself looking for something…more.  And I have found myself looking to the NBA Finals (which I have never really cared about & haven’t watched a game in 5 years).  I think its because I sense that I was made for something great…and my soul wants to be connected to something greater than myself.  The thrill of an under-dog team on a championship run…is difficult for me to pass up!

Where do you go to find joy these days we have on earth? (A hobby, a favorite girlfriend for conversation, some chocolate, drool over the Cabela’s catalog or better yet hit the lake with your rod or the field with your dogs & a gun? Maybe its Sportscenter or TLC or the History Channel?)

I have started to think more about Heaven…because of these verses!  The hope of heaven is a source of great joy now…because it is the God’s guarantee that we will have endless joy then!
