Do You Know Me?

Ben Lester, Pastor in Training

Matthew 16:13-18 - When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 

So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”
Truth 1:  No one who knows you as well as God knows you (Mt 10:29-31)
Truth 2:  God wants you to know Him as well (Jer 31:34)

· Psalm 139:1 - “O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.”
· Jeremiah 22:16-17 - "He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well.  Is that not what it means to know me?" declares the LORD.  
· John 10:14 - "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me - just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.”

The five essentials of a quality relationship are (fill in the blanks):
1. (Devotion) – being mutually committed to one another’s well being
2. (Honesty) – Telling the truth, even when it’s uncomfortable – with sensitivity
3. (Purpose) – A shared purpose (or faith) is empowering and inspiring, especially when we lose heart or need direction
4. (Forgiveness) – Swallowing our pride to give or to receive forgiveness when someone “blows” it 

5. (Love) – Provide and protect
John 14:6-7:  “Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know him and you have seen him.”

Do you want to know God?  Do you desire to be KNOWN by God?  It’s not only His desire, but it’s His plan – His Will for you!
