The Hope of Heaven…Champions with Christ


2My purpose …be encouraged in heart & united in love…have the full riches…(in) Christ 
· Don’t we need courage more than we need most things?
· Don’t we gain courage best from those we know, trust & love?

 6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 
1.) Keep things simple! (Continue in Christ as you began in Christ…)
a. Rooted & built up in him…By grace through faith. 
b. Strengthened in the faith… How do you know receive teaching in the Word?
c. Overflowing with thankfulness… 
i. Phil. 2:14 - A Christian who is not actively grateful is a contradiction!

 8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy… 
2.) Watch out for lies!  
a. Why are you having a hard time living out the Christian faith?
i. Lies must be recognized, resisted & renounced…then the truth must be embraced!
b. Col. 2:9-10 = Two Main Lies:
i. Christ is not who He says he is!
ii. Christ is not where He says he is!

 12having been buried with him in baptism… 
3.) Reckon that you are dead to sin in Christ.
· Rom. 6:11 (NKJV) - Reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12and raised with him through your faith…13…God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the written code…nailing it to the cross.
4.) Believe you are free to live as a Champion in Christ.  
a. All of that old sin has been nailed to the cross…
i. Your guilt/penalty & your shame & the power of the enemy is now gone!

 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
5.) Think, speak & act like a Champion in Christ.
a. 1 Peter 5:8-9 – The enemy is a roaring lion, Resist him, standing firm in your faith
b. James 4:7 – Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, he will free from you.
c. 1 Jn. 4:4 – Greater is He that is in me, than he that is in the World!

By Grace through Faith, I choose to live as a Champion in Christ!
