The Hope of Heaven…Experience Lasting Victory!
Colossians 2:16-23

How do you plan to experience the lasting victory that is guaranteed to us as Champions with Christ?
A game-plan that seems good, but may just might lead to failure:
1. Play by the rules.  (Watch out for legalism!) = setting up rules, habit or spiritual disciplines that we believe will guarantee us the victory we desire.

a. Strictly following the rules…can seem like a good thing. (v.16)
b. But rules, habits & disciplines are only good if they point to Christ. (v.17)

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Col. 3:17

2. Humble yourself. (Watch out for false humility.) = holding to a lower view of yourself (than God does) because you think it more spiritual or humble.

a. Humbling yourself…can seem like a good thing. (v.18)

b. But humility is only good if it exalts Christ and His Truth. (v.18)
i. Any other kind of humility is twisted pride!

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Hebrews 4:16

3. Exercise discipline.  (Watch out for devotion to self-discipline.) = Treating your body harshly or going to great physical extremes to avoid sin & gain God’s favor. 
a. Being disciplined…can seem like a good thing. (v.20-21)

b. But devotion to discipline has no lasting value. (v.23)

Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 


2 Cor. 9:26-27

Colossians 2:19 contains the key truth a experience lasting victory:

19He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.
Col. 2:19

· Motive is everything!  Attitude is everything!  Connection to Christ is everything!
 5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
John 15:5

Will you make remaining connected to Christ in a loving relationship your game plan today?
This is the only way to Experience Lasting Victory!
