Counting the Cost

“A Most Dangerous Question” Matthew 19:16-30

Philippians 1:27 “I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one 
man for the faith of the gospel.” 

Who and what the young man represents – pretender or contender: 

Vs 16: “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” 

· Pretender: not committed to following the Lord. 2Timothy 4:2-4
· Contender: committed to following the Lord. Luke 9:23-24
Vs 16: “what good thing must I do to get eternal life”     

· Pretender:: lives with no regard for truth of God’s word. Isaiah 30:9-11
· Contender: lives with the highest regard for truth of God’s Word. Matt 4:4
Vs 17: “If you want to enter life, obey the commandments” 

· Pretender: obedience is limited and conditional. Mark 7:8

· Contender: obedience is unlimited and unconditional. Deut. 6:25 & 2John 1:6 

Vs 18-20: “Which ones?”…”All these I have kept.”…”What do I still lack?”  

· Pretender: Makes no provision, takes no responsibility for his sin. 1John 1:8  

· Contender: Quick to make amends for sin. Psalm 139:23-24
Vs 21: “go sell all your possessions and give to the poor…Then come, follow me”

· Pretender: Does not live sold out for God. Vs 22 “He went away sad” 

· Contender: Lives sold out for God. Acts 20:24
· The issue for this young man is idolatry.  Exodus 20:3, Deut 5:7
Vs 22: “He went away sad” 

· Pretender: seeks to hold on to his idols. 

· Contender: seeks to rid his life of idols. 

Question: What are the idols in my life?  
· Idols come in all shapes and sizes and are often deeply hidden. Romans 1:25
7.  Vs 23-30: “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and 
will inherit eternal life.”
· How will you live? As a pretender or as a contender? 

· The universal choice with a universal promise with eternal consequences.

