SHMILY!

Sticky-note Faith – Part 3

1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  2Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.  7You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9"A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough." 
Galatians 5:1-8
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12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.


Matthew 24:12-13
A quick overview of Chapters 1-4 of Galatians:

Ch. 1 – We are quick to believe different ‘gospels’ (i.e. lies)! – Gal. 1:6-7
Ch. 2 – We can’t earn what God already gave.  All we have is in Christ! – Gal. 2:19-21
Ch. 3 – We can forget what Christ has given us and try to earn it in our own power – Gal. 3:1-3
Ch. 4 – We once were slaves, but now we are sons & daughters of the king! – Gal. 4:3-7

1.) Christ came to give FREEDOM! (v.1)
2.) We can stand firm only in Christ’s love (because of what he has done). (v.2)
But often we don’t stand firm, don’t we? (v.2)  We waver…etc…

3.) We can choose to live a lie. (By becoming enslaved again, even though Christ has given freedom!) (V.2-4)
4.) Or we can choose to live in love. (v. 5-8)
Gal. 5:6 - For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
Gal. 6:15 - Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.
· We are free to choose faith, which expresses itself in love, because we are a new creation!
SHIMLY! : “See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands…”
Isaiah 49:16
